CHARACTERS    OF   THE   REFORMATION
up a Catholic, and who ousted his Protestant half-
sister Mary, Princess of Orange, hitherto the
natural successor to her father.
But those who were determined to get rid
of James were not disarmed by this misfortune
which had befallen them. There followed a series
of the worst plots, conspiracies, and falsehoods
in English history. A perfect orgy of lying,
cheating and betrayal. William of Orange sent
over to England an illegitimate relative of his,
who had married an English wife, giving him
the special message to congratulate James on
the birth of an heir, and at the same time to
intrigue secretly with anyone he could get hold
of for turning James out and the new-born
child with him. William of Orange further
began to intrigue in Holland for the support
of the Dutch. He began to try to raise money
from the Dutch bankers on the securities of
the taxes which his backers would if he were
made king, impose on the English. While
he was doing this he protested in the loudest
manner his loyalty to his father-in-law, James,
and continued to proclaim that loyalty until the
very hour of sailing with a large expedition to
invade James' Kingdom,
James had a considerable army with which
to defend his throne, but the officers were drawn